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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Worldwide Army "Rangers"; One of my many 

shortcomings is that I forget or ignore gratitude. In 

my rush to do what I think is important I often 

forget that I am but a small cog in a large wheel that 

is the Ranger community. I would therefore like to 

say that I recognize and greatly appreciate 

everyone’s continued contributions to this thing we 

call "Worldwide Army Rangers" and although I do 

not know much I do know that this organization 

would be greatly diminished if any of you had not 

been part of it. RLTW 

 

TIME FOR CHANGE 

Members of Worldwide Army Rangers: after almost 

two and one half years and a lot of work by a large 

group of Rangers, both members and friends of 

WAR, I feel that we have accomplished what we set 

out to do. We are restructured according to the 

bylaws, our presence on Ft. Benning is stronger 

than ever and we are supporting Rangers past, 

present and future. The only way this could be 

accomplished is by working together for the good of 

the organization. And I thank everyone who has 

contributed their time and experience. 

 

Having said that I feel that the best way for the 

Executive Council to function is with like-minded 

people who can agree, at least in principal, on how 

the members want WAR to proceed. For that reason 

the position of President as well as Vice President 

and Treasurer will be up for vote. The current 

President and Vice President have decided not to 

run for any of these positions.   

 

Nominations will be accepted from 26 January to 13 

February.  Please look around and choice people 

who will work to make Worldwide Army Rangers 

an organization that the Ranger community can be 

proud of.  Submit nominations to me at 

http://rangers-army.org/
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bobdawes@gmail.com or Gerry Klein at 

gerald.e.klein@gmail.com 

Election ballots will be cast from 14 February to 14 

April.  Ballots will be distributed on line via 

Constant Contact as well as through the mail for 

those who are not connected via the internet. 

 

New Officers will be sworn in at the Annual War 

Meeting on 14 April 2014. 

 

 I will address my plans at a future date.  RLTW! 

 

V/R Bob 
  

Best Ranger 11- 13 April 

The 2013 Best Ranger Competition is 11 -13 April 

with the Awards Ceremony on 14 April.  Once 

again we will be assisting the 4
th

 Battalion Family 

Readiness Group preparing the hamburgers and hot 

dogs on Saturday, 12 April at Todd Field.   
 

The Distinguished Member of the Brigade 

Ceremony is scheduled for 100 hours, 9 April in the 

Ranger Hall of Fame. 
 

We are in the working with the Wingate by 

Windham, 1711 Rollins Way, Columbus, Ga, Phone 

706-225-1000 to reserve a block of rooms for WAR 

in order to conduct Patrol Base Activities and refit 

after viewing the days’ competition.  
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2014 AIRBORNE AWARDS 

FESIVAL  

 

The 2014 Airborne Awards Festival to be held 2-5 

April 2014 at the Atlanta Airport Marriott Hotel, 

Atlanta, Georgia.  The theme for this year’s event 

will be the 70th Anniversary of the D-Day Invasion 

at Normandy. 

 

Lieutenant General (Retired) John LeMoyne as the 

Guest of Honor and Guest Speaker at the Awards 

Banquet.  General LeMoyne is a Paratrooper, 

Jumpmaster, Pathfinder, and decorated Viet Nam 

Veteran.  He commanded the Brigade that led the 

"Hail Mary" behind the Iraqi Army in Kuwait 

during the first Gulf War that contributed to the 

quick end to hostilities.  He is a SUPER person, 

both professionally and personally. 
 

Several new events are added to this year’s 

Festival.  Bus trips to Camp Merrill (Ranger 

Training Camp in Dahlonega) & Camp Toccoa 

(Band of Brothers training site) both in the 

mountains of Georgia are scheduled.  This is in 

addition to the Benning trip.  Both the 

Benning trip and Merrill/Toccoa trip is Friday 4 

April. 
 

The 18-member Sentimental Journey Orchestra, a 

modern big band instrumental group is scheduled to 

entertain you during and after the Awards Banquet 

on Saturday evening.  They have arrangements that 

feature a male and female vocalist.  
 

The Airborne Awards Festival is for ALL Airborne 

Troopers and their families past and present; 

Rangers, Special Forces, Special Operations, Navy 

Seals, etc.  All that is asked is that you are or were 

Airborne Qualified or a family member or friend of 

a paratrooper.  For registration forms, please go to 

the WAR Website:  http://rangers-army.org                                             

Table of contents   
    

http://rangers-army.org/
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Final Manifest Call 

CSM(R) William T. Mixon 

15 Jan 1929 – 11 Jan 2014 

  

 
 
Command Sergeant Major William T. Mixon was 

born in Vidalia, Georgia on January 15, 1929. He 

died January 11, 2014 in West Palm Beach Florida 

at the Veterans Administration Hospital. CSM 

Mixon entered the Army in 1948 and completed 35 

years of service in the Army retiring at Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina as the Command Sergeant Major of 

XVIII Airborne Corps. During his 35 year career he 

held numerous positions of increasing responsibility 

including Sergeant Major of the U.S. Army Ranger 

Department, Command Sergeant Major U.S. Army 

Infantry Center, Command Sergeant Major 101st 

Airborne Division in Vietnam and Command 

Sergeant Major U.S. Army Alaska. He served 31 

years on parachute status completing more than 

1500 military static line parachute jumps. 

Command Sergeant Major Mixon served in combat 

during the Korean War with the 3d Infantry 

Division where he participated in the Inchon 

Landing and fought in the Chosen Reservoir 

Operations. He served a total of 18 months in 

combat during the Korean War. He also served two 

one year tours during the Vietnam War with the 

101st Airborne Division including service as the 

101st Airborne Division Command Sergeant Major 

from 1969-1970. 
 

He participated in numerous operations such as 

Operation Hawthorne, Junction City, and other 

combat operations including a parachute drop at 

Kontoon, Vietnam. During the Cuban missile crisis, 

he was stationed in the Panama Canal Zone where 

his unit was poised for contingency airborne 

operations associated with that historic period of 

American history. 

After his retirement from active duty in 1983, he 

worked for Mutual of New York Life Insurance 

Company in Fayetteville, North Carolina and 

managed his own business. He was chosen by 

President Reagan to serve on the National Veterans 

Cemetery Board. He also served on the advisory 

board of the Association of the United States Army, 

Braxton Bragg Chapter, and the Counsel of Trustees 

Association of the United States Army, Washington 

D.C. He was a member of the Masonic Blue Lodge 

with a 3d degree and 50 years of service. He also 

was a member of the Scottish Rite with a 32d 

degree. 
 

CSM Mixon was recognized as a premier sports 

official and was a member North Carolina Athletic 

Association. His awards and honors include Legion 

of Merit (2 awards), Bronze Star, Air Medal (44 

awards and 1 with V device), Korean War and 

Vietnam War Service Medals and Combat 

Infantryman Badge with star. He earned the Master 

Parachutist Badge, Ranger Tab, and Expert 

Infantryman Badge. He is a member of the U.S. 

Army Ranger Hall of Fame, Ranger Training 

Brigade Hall of Fame, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne 

Division Hall of Fame and the U.S. Infantry Center 

Dough Boy Award. He was honored with the 

Association of the United States Army William G. 

http://rangers-army.org/
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Bainbridge Award and the Presidential Medal for 

his service to the Association. CSM Mixon is 

survived by his wife of 63 years Mary Winefred 

Mixon. 
 

He has three children LTG (R) Benjamin R. Mixon, 

Sarah Jane Forsythe and Betty Jean Davidson. He 

has six grandchildren, Michael, Ashlee, Kortney, 

Adrienne, Amanda and Charles. He has four great 

grandchildren Mary Charlotte, Frederick, Eliza, and 

James. He is survived by his sister Mamie Turner. 

CSM Mixon was preceded by his mother and father 

Tracy and Cora, brothers Grady, Lamar, John and 

sister Josephine Rogers. 

                                 Table of contents    
 

FINAL MANIFEST CALL - 

MARAUDER WINSLOW B. 

STEVENS 17 May 1916 – 10 Jan 

2014 

 

Winslow B. “Steve” Stevens III, age 97, passed 

away peacefully on Friday, January 10, 2014 at 

Savannah Court in Bartow.  Steve was the son of 

Kirke and Ruth Stevens and was born May 17, 1916 

in Snohomish County, Washington at his 

grandfather’s 

logging camp in the 

Cascade Mountains.  

He graduated from 

high school in 

Everett, 

Washington and 

was attending the 

University of 

Oregon at the onset 

of World War II.  

He left school to 

join the U.S. Army.  

As a Second 

Lieutenant, he 

volunteered for and 

served with 

gallantry in Merrill’s Marauders, a legendary 

infantry unit that fought behind enemy lines in 

Burma. He attained the rank of Captain and was 

awarded the Silver Star for bravery under fire.  

While recovering from wounds suffered in combat, 

Steve was sent to an Army convalescent hospital in 

Daytona Beach.  There he met his bride of almost 

65 years, Edna Earle Wilson from Bartow.  They 

were married November 6, 1946 and lived 

exclusively in Bartow.  Steve worked as a citrus 

broker and founded Eastern Marketing Service and 

Shamrock Watermelon Growers.  He retired in 

1980.  The second love of Steve’s life was golf.  A 

fixture at the Bartow Golf Club and a regular 

participant in Southern Seniors Golf Association 

tournaments, he was proud of the fact that he “shot 

his age” from the age of 73 through the age of 92.  

He was also active in the First United Methodist 

Church, Kiwanis Club, and the Boy Scouts of 

America.  Steve Stevens never met a stranger.  He 

loved to travel, made acquaintances wherever he 

went, and enjoyed spending time with family and 

friends at Crooked Lake in Babson Park.  He was 

preceded in death by his wife Edna Earle Wilson 

Stevens and daughter Bettie Carlyle Stevens 

Swiger.  He is survived by his son, Winslow B. 

"Win" Stevens, IV and his wife Judy; grandson 

Bradley, his wife Danica and great-granddaughter 

Quinn; and granddaughter Chelsea.  Other survivors 

include “adopted daughter” Candy Grubbs, her 

husband Clarence, and a number of wonderful 

caregivers, most recently Teri Pelkey and BreAnna 

Steadman.  The family will receive friends on 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 from 5:00 PM - 7:00 

PM at Whidden-McLean Funeral Home, 650 East 

Main Street in Bartow.  The funeral service was 

held on Friday, January 17, 2014, at 10:30 AM at 

First United Methodist Church, 410 S. Broadway 

Avenue in Bartow.  Interment followed at 

Wildwood Cemetery in Bartow.   Condolences may 

be sent to the family at 

www.whiddenmcleanfuneralhome.com.  In lieu of 

flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the 

Wounded Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758517, 

http://rangers-army.org/
http://www.whiddenmcleanfuneralhome.com/
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Topeka, Kansas 66675 or to the First United 

Methodist Church of Bartow.  

                                                   Table of Content      

                                                                                                                                                          

The following article recognizing Merrill’s Marauder Winslow B. Stevens 

was published in the Bartow Ledger in 2000.  

Bartow Vet Part of Fund Campaign 

By Suzie Schottelkotte 

BARTOW- FL – On an Easter Sunday Morning 

nearly 60 years ago, W.B. “Steve” Stevens of 

Bartow crawled through dense jungle in Burma 

with his Army unit, searching for the Japanese’s 

perimeter line. 

    Once found, he coordinated a heavy weapons 

barrage that eventually forced the enemy to retreat. 

    And his heroism while serving with the famed 

Merrill’s Marauders hasn’t been forgotten. 

    The 84-year-old Stevens was recognized Friday 

morning as the “poster boy” for an upcoming 

promotional campaign to raise money for a 

proposed World War II memorial in Washington, 

D.C. 

  As part of the recognition, representatives of the 

Corporation for the Promotion of Rifle Practice and 

Firearms Safety presented Stevens with an M-1 

Garand rifle 

that had been 

used during 

that war. 

    “To pay 

tribute to a 

great warrior 

and a great 

patriot like 

Steve is very 

special,” said 

retired 

Brigadier 

General 

Richard Capps, 

a consultant for 

the 

corporation, 

during a luncheon at the Peace River Country Club. 

    The corporation, commonly called the Civilian 

Marksmanship Program, began in 1903 as a branch 

of the Army, charged with disposing of surplus 

military weapons.  It was privatized in 1996 as a 

nonprofit corporation, with proceeds from the sale 

of weapons channeled to firearms training clinics, 

youth scholarships and marksmanship 

contributions. 

    The agency, based in Port Clinton, Ohio, recently 

pledged financial support to the World War II 

memorial effort, Capps, said. 

    A Washington native, Stevens was 18 when he 

joined the Army National Guard in his home state 

and was assigned to the Infantry. 

    Six years later, as war thundered across Europe 

and China, Stevens was called into active duty. 

    After a brief tour at Hickham Field in Hawaii 

following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on 7 

December 1941, Stevens returned stateside to attend 

Officer Candidate School. 

  Following graduation, he reported to an Infantry 

unit in Australia.  In July 1943 Stevens made a 

decision that would change his life.  “I heard about 

this special unit they were forming,” he said.  “They 

told us that on one would come away without an 

injury, if they came away at all.”  “I really don’t 

know why I decided to join up,” he said.  “That’s 

always the first thing that people ask me, and I still 

don’t have an answer after all these years.  I just did 

it without a thought, except that we were needed to 

serve.” 

  That outfit, officially called the 5307
th

 Composite 

Unit, became known as Merrill’s Marauders for the 

unit’s commander, Brigadier General Frank Merrill.   

    “They marched 120 miles in rain and mud to 

conduct long-range penetration attacks on Japanese 

lines (in Burma),” Capps said during Friday’s 

presentation.   

    The unit began with 800 men, but after four 

months of continuous combat, much of which was 

in darkness and hand-to-hand combat, the unit had 

only 500 survivors,” Capps said.   

http://rangers-army.org/
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    Among them was Stevens, a 27-year-old 

lieutenant commanding a heavy weapons platoon. 

    “We had about 30 men,” he recalled.  “It was 

pouring down rain and the trail was slick as grease.  

Bullets were flying around us like bees.”  Stevens 

said his commander told him to direct his unit to 

hold the Japanese troops off while the rest of the 

unit retreated to a valley in the mountains.  

    “We’d also see that the last of the wounded were 

evacuated,” he said.  “We held them, and then we 

got out without any casualties.” 

    Stevens weighed only 80 pounds when he 

emerged from the jungles of Burma in December 

1944.  “The average Soldier lost 40 percent of his 

body weight,” he said.  “I lost half of mine in that 

jungle.  They couldn’t find us, and the radios we 

had didn’t have any real power.  We were just out 

there.  

    “So we threw grenades in the river to kill fish, 

and sometimes we’d eat them raw,” Stevens 

recalled.   

    “We used mules to carry the ammunition we 

needed, and when one of them collapsed, we would 

shoot an eat it, “he said.  “When you’re starving, 

you’ll eat damn near anything, even a mule.” 

   After more than a year in Army hospitals, Stevens 

was discharged in March 1944.  Two years later, he 

married a Bartow native, Edna Earl Wilson, who 

cared for Stevens as a Red Cross Volunteer during 

his convalescence.  That brought him to Bartow in 

1946, where he worked in the citrus industry. 

    He was awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, 

the Combat Infantryman Badge and the Presidential 

Unit Citation, and has been recognized by China 

and Burma. 

  And now, his story will be told nationally, 

beginning with the advertisements in military 

publications, including the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars magazine. 

  When I was in Burma, I guess I mostly thought 

about God,” he said during an interview Friday.  

“At one point, when we were crawling through the 

jungle, the sound of machine guns was like a freight 

train,” he said.  “One of my men was hit across the 

forehead, and it sliced his forehead open.  He 

wasn’t able to see, so he just grabbed my ankle and 

we crawled through there together.”  “You don’t 

really think under conditions like that,” he said, 

“You just react and let your training take over.” 

    “I still have nightmares about it,” he went on.  “I 

can’t tell you how many times I’ve literally kicked 

my wife out of bed.  And still get emotional when I 

think back to those days.  It’s not regret, really.  It’s 

sadness – sadness for all those boys who didn’t 

come back.” 

    We had to hide their graves over there form the 

wild animals and the (Japanese).  God only knows 

where those boys are, but I know the good Lord is 

looking after them,” he said. 

    “What I do today, to help remember those boys, I 

do for them,” he said.  “If lending my story to an 

effort for the memorial helps that, then so be it.  It 

was quite an adventure.” 

                                

 
RGR David Santini; RGR Daryl (Bones) Benton; RGR Sean 

Richards, 6
th

 RTB; RGR Cody Anderson, 6
th

 RTB; RGR 

Daniel Reed, 3dBn; RGR Louis Saucedo, 3d Bn; and RGR 

Colby Ross, 3d Bn attended the funeral of RGR Winslow 

Stevens   

Table of Content    
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RGR Daniel Reed, 3dBn; RGR Colby Ross, 3d Bn;RGR 

Sean Richards, 3d Bn;  Mr. Winslow B. Stevens Jr.; RGR 

RGR Cody Anderson, 6
th

 RTB;; and RGR Louis Saucedo, 3d 

Bn; pause for photo during the luncheon. 

 

 
RGR Reed; RGR Ross; Daryl (Bones) Benton; 

WAR/Charlie Rangers; and RGR Saucedo; 

                                               Table of Contents    
 

RASP-1 GRADUATES 86 

 

Rasp-1 Class 02-14 graduated 86 Rangers at 1300 

hours, 16 January in a ceremony conducted in 

Marshall Auditorium.  126 Soldiers began the 

Selection and Assessment Program eight weeks 

ago, 86 Rangers met the standard and were awarded 

there “Tan” Beret and Ranger Scroll.  Family 

friends and Rangers participated in the ceremony.  

Ranger Ryan and Ranger Kendrick are proud 

second generation Rangers and their fathers were 

present to present their scrolls. 

 

Ranger (SGT) Hunter Spano is the Honor graduate.  

He is assigned to the 3d Battalion.  RGR (PFC) 

Zachery Querry is the Physical Fitness Award 

recipient.  He is assigned to the 2d Battalion.  

Ranger (SSG) Joshua Glissmeyer was recognized as 

the “Cadre” of the cycle. 

 

RGR (CSM Retired) Chris Hardy was the guest 

speaker.  He welcomed the graduates to the Ranger 

Regiment.  He reminded them of the counsel of 

COL(R) Ralph Puckett (former Honorary Colonel 

of the Regiment).  Be proud of what you have 

accomplished, but do not be satisfied!”  In closing, 

RGR Hardy reminded the Rangers to live by three 

rules:  “1) Live the Ranger Creed; 2) Follow Ranger 

Standards; 3) Always take care of your Ranger 

Buddy.   If you don’t know what to do, follow rule 

number 1. 
 

 
Honor Graduate RGR (SGT) Hunter Spano 

 

http://rangers-army.org/
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Doc Ryan (B 2/75 84 – 86) with modern day RGR Ryan 

 

 
RGR Mullens congratulates young Ranger 

                                              Table of Contnents     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HENRY CARO PATROL 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

 

Ranger David Santini and Anna hosted a joint 

Christmas party for members of WAR and the 173d 
Airborne at their home in Phenix City on 22 

December.  
 

 
 

The group shared fellowship and war stories from 

yesteryear.  After the group rendition of “Blood 

upon the Risers,” Ranger Bacerra treated the group 

with an inspirational “God Bless America” and told 

everyone how Kate Smith inspired America with 

her singing of the song in the days following the 

Pearl Harbor attack in 1941.  RGR Vince Melillo 

also performed his famous “bones” act for the 

crowd.   

 
RGR MELILLO and JONNIE 

A great time was had by everyone! Table of Contents  
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RANGER SCHOOL CLASS 02-14 

GRADUATES 169 RANGERS 
 

Ranger School Class 02-14 graduated on 24 

January.  394 Soldiers began Ranger Training eight 

weeks earlier but only 168 met the standard and 

earned the coveted Ranger Tab.   87 Rangers were 

first time go’s.  Bluebird skies and temperatures in 

the low 20s welcomed friends and family of the 

proud new Rangers.  RGR (CSM) Timothy Guden, 

US Army was the guest speaker and congratulated 

the new Rangers as they entered the brotherhood. 

 

The Officer Leadership Award recipient was RGR 

(2LT) Isaiah Luce and RGR (SFC) Michael 

McQuality was the enlisted Leadership Award 

recipient.  RGR (SFC) Jorge Magana was the class 

Leader.  
 

 
RGR Gagon, RGR McQuality, RGR Luce, and RGR Gilbert; 2d row 

RGR Mullen, RGR Bacerra, and RGR Klein 

 

Class Tactical Noncommissioned Officers were 

RGR (SFC) Charles (Chip) Lesley, Company B, 4
th

 

RTB; RGR (SFC) Neil Moore, C Company, 5
th

 

RTB, and RGR (SFC) Cattilo Hernandez, B 

Company, 6
th

 RTB. 
 

 
   RGR (SFC) Moore, RGR (SFC) Hernandez, and RGR SFC Lesley 

 

Three international students met the standard and 

earned the coveted Ranger Tab.  RGR (SFC) Liam 

Crompton from the Netherlands, RGR (SFC) Hajas 

Sandor from Hungary and RGR (SGT) Dennis 

Oyunga from Kenya were the allied graduates. 
 

 
RGR Crompton - Netherlands); RGR Hajas – Hungary; RGR Oynuga – 

Kenya; 2d row:  RGR Gilbert, RGR Gagnon, RGR Bacerra, and RGR 

Mullen 
 

RGR (SRA) Stephen Becker from the US Air Force 

was the “Lone Survivor” for the Air Force. 

                                                               Table of Contents   
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CHUCK WATERS PATROL 

On Assimilation: You Are Not Alone 
December 17, 2013  Leo Jenkins 
 

In the follow up to his first article regarding the top 

of separation from the military and assimilation 

into society, On Assimilation, Leo encourages a 

dialogue with your fellow veterans and using your 

network. 

It has taken nearly a decade to truly absorb the 

lessons that forged my former self into a Ranger 

medic. Processing situations that very few have ever 

encountered often times means facing those demons 

alone.  To fall from a position of the utmost 

relevance and respect to one of an unemployed, self 

perceived drain on society carries with it a 

plummeting feeling not unlike exiting an aircraft 

thousands of feet above the ground with little more 

than a piece of cloth attached to your back.  The 

problem is that feeling of plummeting lasts for a 

whole lot longer than a few seconds.  For many it 

can last for years.  

What initially presents as a feeling of overwhelming 

relief and uninhibited freedom quickly dissolves 

into a cavernous abyss.  Estrangement from the only 

people in the world that understand your disposition 

creates angst that can easily lead to depression.  A 

perception of complete isolation leads to frustration 

and anger.  A crowded room is not a place where 

solace is found as feelings of antipathy sit and fester 

like the proverbial chip on your shoulder.  Watching 

my fellow college students laughing and flirting in a 

bar while the brothers that I came to know during 

my time in service were continuing to endure 

unimaginable hardships overseas fueled an 

animosity toward not just them but toward myself.  

Coping mechanisms are created in an effort to 

mitigate the torture that we put ourselves 

through.  Call it survivors guilt, call it self-loathing 

or a lack of resources but we manifest our emotions 

into a physical form. We are, after all, very physical 

human beings by our nature.  Perhaps yours was 

going on two-hour long runs or gym sessions in the 

middle of the night when you couldn’t 

sleep.  Maybe the prescription drugs that you were 

taking to help diminish the pain from the physical 

wounds incurred in combat snowballed into a 

permanent fixture in your daily diet.  Likely you 

drank at a level that seemed completely normal to 

you yet concerned those around you.  In this time 

there is a feeling that you and only you know the 

anguish of this time in your life.  You are not the 

only one, I assure you.   

Shortly after my ETS I dove head first into the sport 

of triathlon.  I used it as an outlet for the emotions 

that, at the time, I was unable to define.  In an effort 

to make myself numb I would go on 120-mile bike 

rides followed by a 10 mile run.  I literally wearied 

myself into such a state of physical exhaustion that I 

was incapable of feeling emotional pain.  This was 

actually highly effective until I was hit by a car 

while on a training ride, breaking my collar bone 

and hip.  Extreme physical activity was no longer 

possible as an outlet.  Lucky for me the hospital 

prescribed a lot of very strong pills, which I used to 

fill the void left in the wake of inactivity.  Of course 

two Percocet, a Vicodin, a Flexeril and a Phenergan 

in one gulp wasn’t going to be enough, chasing it 

with a half a bottle of whiskey made the cocktail far 

more effective.  It is evident to me now that the type 

of person that is drawn to military service typically 

isn’t the type that does something half assed.  We 

live the fullest expression of life even if the result of 

that is what ends up killing us.   

This is the difficult part of the assimilation back 

into society.  I am finding out now, however, that 

this is not the only part.  It has taken me seven years 

to understand the most important and valuable part 

of my military service.  Whether your experience 

leaving the military was much easier or much more 

difficult we have something in common, we are not 

http://rangers-army.org/
http://hitthewoodline.com/bridgingthegap/2013/12/17/on-assimilation-you-are-not-alone
http://hitthewoodline.com/bridgingthegap/2013/12/17/on-assimilation-you-are-not-alone
https://hitthewoodline.squarespace.com/bridgingthegap/2013/9/19/on-assimilation
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alone, we never were.  Regardless of the perception 

of solitude there are more people going through the 

same thing then you can imagine; ones that have 

already gone through it and others that are about 

to.  There is a vast network of some of the most 

capable individuals our country has ever known that 

share in your experience and just like it was when 

you wore the uniform, those people have your 

back.  Seven years later and I am just now realizing 

that the most valuable thing in my possession is my 

Rolodex.  At the touch of a button I have access to 

some of the most highly intelligent, proficient, 

amazing brothers a person could ever ask 

for.  Moral of the story, use your network.   

 
 

I once had one of the surgeons that I worked with in 

Afghanistan tell me, “If there is ever anything that I 

can do for you and you don’t call me and I find out, 

I am going to be pissed!”  I assure you that is the 

case for most of the people that you served 

with.  Think about this, as a service member your 

primary role in life was to help others.  It is a very 

altruistic position that attracts people that draw an 

elevated feeling of self worth when they get to help 

someone else.  That is exactly what is taken away 

when you leave, the ability to help others.  Yet we 

refuse to ask for help because of pride, when in 

reality asking for help from a fellow veteran could 

be the very thing that saves them and you!   

It’s never a hand out when you use your veteran 

network to get a job; it’s never pissing and moaning 

when you bend someone’s ear about the anguish 

that you have buried inside.  You would be 

surprised at how often that person that you are 

speaking with is shouldering a similar 

burden.  When you release yours it gives them 

permission to do the same.  Your network is vast, 

use it!  You may be helping more than yourself.                                    

Table of Contents         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://rangers-army.org/


                                                                                 
         FRAG ORDER 01-14                            http://rangers-army.org                     24 January 2014   

                                                   

13 

 

NATIONAL RANGER 

ASSOCIATION ATTENDS SHOT 

SHOW 

 

The National Ranger Association had a very 

productive time at the 2014 SHOT Show.   

 

The National Ranger Association is a non-profit 

organization which helps fund the David E. Grange 

Jr. Best Ranger Competition, Ranger Hall of Fame 

and Distinguished Members of the Brigade. There 

are many other events in which we help fund or 

sponsor year round.  

 

The Best Ranger Competition pulls from a huge list 

of Patriotic Americans who enjoy giving back to the 

military. With the help of Candyss Bryant, The 

National Ranger Association has cultivated great 

relationships with such patriots who help us put on 

a great show every year.  Due to the help of great 

Americans such as Candyss Bryant, the Best Ranger 

Competition has grown to extreme levels and 

showcases the best that the Army has in its ranks. 

Table of Contents     

 

http://rangers-army.org/

